
 

 
JEFFCO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

2016-17 ASSESSMENT CALENDAR – GRADES 7-12 
 
Curriculum, instruction, and assessment work together to support student learning.  Students are provided with 
opportunities to learn the skills, concepts, and work-study practices necessary to graduate from high school, go on to 
college and become career-ready, productive citizens. Assessments measure student progress toward the Colorado 
Academic Standards, which specify what students need to know and be able to do by the end of each grade. They also help 
teachers identify each student’s instructional needs, inform families about what and how their child is learning, and help to 
gauge how well schools are supporting the achievements of all students in the district.  
 

Jeffco students in grades 7-12 participate in the assessments shown in the 2016-17 Assessment Calendar 
Date 

Administered 
Assessment 
(The purpose for each assessment is shown below.) 

Grade Levels 

September 2016   

8/22-9/16 MAP: English Language Arts and Math 7-8, HS  9-10 ELA, Alg.1, Geometry 

December 2016   

11/28-12/21 MAP: English Language Arts and Math 7-8, HS  9-10 ELA, Alg.1, Geometry 

January 2017   

1/9-2/10 ACCESS for ELLs  7-12 

April 2017   

3/20-3/24 and 
4/3-4/28 

CMAS: English Language Arts and Math (PARCC) OR CoAlt: Dynamic 
Learning Maps (DLM) English Language Arts & Math 

7-9 

4/11 or 4/12 Preliminary SAT (PSAT) 10 

4/11 Colorado SAT 11 

4/10-4/28 CMAS: Science OR CoAlt: Science 8 & 11 

4/10-4/28 CMAS: Social Studies (1/3 of schools sampled) OR CoAlt: Social 
Studies 

7 & 11 

May 2017   

4/24-5/19 MAP: English Language Arts and Math 7-8, HS  9-10 ELA, Alg.1, Geometry 

 

About the Assessments 
 

o Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) measures each student’s level of skill and comprehension in language arts, 
math, and science (grade 7 or 8). It is administered in the Fall, Winter, and Spring, providing information throughout 
the school year about a student’s achievement and growth. Immediate results help teachers to pinpoint individual 
student instructional needs. 

o ACCESS English Language Proficiency for English Language Learners is an annual assessment that provides educators 
and parents proficiency levels and information that is used to enhance instruction and learning for ELL students in the 
areas of listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 

o Colorado Measures of Academic Success (CMAS) is used to determine concepts and skills acquired compared to 
Colorado Academic Standards that include the Common Core. The assessments of English Language Arts and 
Math are designed and provided by the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Career (PARCC). The 
tests for Science and Social Studies are designed and provided by the Colorado Department of Education. 

o The Colorado Alternate Assessments (CoAlt) are for students with an Individual Education Plan (IEP) who are working 
toward Extended Evidence Outcomes and do not take CMAS. CoAlt: DLM is a standards-based assessment designed to 
provide a picture of student performance and a framework for students to access the general curriculum in English 
language arts and Math. 

o Preliminary SAT (PSAT) The PSAT 10 builds on the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers 
(PARCC) tests in literacy and mathematics and the Colorado Measures of Academic Success (CMAS) tests in science 
and social studies. The PSAT 10 also aligns with Colorado Academic Standards (CAS) and with the SAT that students will 
take in grade 11. 

o SAT The SAT is a standardized test widely used for college admissions. It is designed to measure the essential 
ingredients for college and career readiness and success, have a stronger connection to classroom learning and inspire 



 

productive practice. 

 
Individual schools also determine which additional, optional assessments can best help their specific student population to 
learn and grow. For more information about the assessments and learning tools that will be used in your school this year, 
talk with your school principal or teacher. Information is also available from Jeffco Public Schools Assessment and Research 
Department (303-982-6565, http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/tests/index.html).  

http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/tests/index.html

